(#) CODINGSTRATEGIES

[Novitas Reverses Its Position on Date of Service]

Several Medicare Administrative Contractors, including Novitas Solutions, have in the past instructed
imaging providers to use the date of the interpretation as the date of service for the professional
component of the imaging exam. This policy has created major logistical challenges, since providers
have traditionally reported the professional component with the date the exam was performed, not
the date of the interpretation. This policy has also limited imaging providers’ ability to bill globally
unless the exam is interpreted on the same day it is performed.

In response to a request from the American College of Radiology and the Radiology Business
Management Association, Novitas has now reversed its policy and will permit providers to use either
the date of the exam or the date of the interpretation as the professional component date of
service. A Frequently Asked Question from Novitas reads:

What date of service should | report when completing a diagnostic interpretation on a
different date from the actual test?

We recognize that providers do not always perform the professional component on the same
date as the technical component. Many providers prefer to submit a claim with a date of
service that reflects the day the professional component was performed, while others prefer to
use the date of the technical component as the date of service for their professional
component.

There is no policy from CMS that requires billing to be one way or the other. Since there is no
specific policy, regulation, or other mandate from CMS on this issue, we will leave which date
of service is billed for the professional component up to the provider.

This policy applies to both of the Novitas jurisdictions (JL and JH), and it mirrors the DOS policy of
National Government Services in Jurisdiction K.

For more information, please see the ACR Advocacy in Action eNews, 7/28/17.

The Coding Strategies” value and core competency lie in the power of our educational services and resources.
We offer an incomparable array of training materials and services to meet any size, budget or specialty—created
by some of the most sought-after, nationally-recognized, certified leaders in the radiology field. To learn more
about how we can help you improve compliance and ensure appropriate reimbursement, contact us at
info@codingstrategies.com or call 877.626.3464.
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